4.4 Differentiated Learning in The King’s Hospital Physics Department
As a department we are aware of the importance of recognising that our students have different abilities and quite diverse learning styles.

In a time when money for personnel and resources is becoming ever scarcer it is of paramount importance that we as professionals become familiar with the resources available in this area and also with incorporating these ideas and resources into our teaching and lesson plans.

At the end of this section we have compiled a list of some resources and activites which we hope to incorporate into our lessons over time.
Many modes of differentiated learning are engaged in the classroom as part of the day to day teaching but we have also spent a lot of time developing written recourses as part of the students’ notes which they get copy of with each chapter covered.

· Homework

One method which we are trialling is related to homework.

Generally homework is based on questions at the end of their notes on each chapter, but we have also included all the solutions (all questions have been taken from past papers with the year(s) included to indicate the popularity of specific question).

This allows students the option to answer the question completely by themselves, or to use the solutions provided as an aide. For their next class everybody is expected to have made an attempt on all questions and if there is still confusion then these can be clarified in class.

Both higher level and ordinary level questions are included to provide for students for different abilities.

Students’ opinion has been canvassed in relation to this approach and it generally receives a very positive response.

The onus is still on students to make sure that they understand the solutions and the incentive for this is in the follow-up end of chapter class test – most questions are taken from these same bank of questions so students know that if they understand and can do all questions from here then they should also be successful in the test.

There is not always time to cover all questions in class or even to assign all questions for homework so the incentive is there for some students to work ahead on these should they choose to do so.

· Books
Science Differentiation in Action; Practical Strategies for Adapting Learning and Teaching in Science for Students with Diverse Needs and Abilities by the Special Education Support Service
The Learning Revolution by Gordon Dryden and Jeanette Vos
The Differentiation Book (for Science) by Northampton Inspection and Advisory Service - a good reference book for ideas.
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